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in the Northern and Southern extremities and the Delaware,
Maryland, and Tidewater Virginia districts by more or less
heavily capitalized cash, truck, poultry, fruit, and dairy
farming. But it by no means implies that the whole of these
two districts—including even the North of New Jersey—
are not perfectly suited in climate and soil to the part-
time and self-sufficing farmer. He is merely crowded out
by men or corporations of heavier metal.
§
The admirable soils of these parallel districts are blessed
with rainfalls and potential growing hours as follows:
The Piedmont region nearly as a whole receives 40 to 50
annual inches of rain, a narrow strip of the Tidewater
Carolinas averaging 55, a small portion of Virginia only 35,
The Shenandoah Valley system also averages 40 to 50
inches, which we may call an ideal rainfall for countries of
the Great Route that are not liable to frequent droughts*
Central Tennessee, most of Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas
have a slightly greater rainfall, the Louisiana coast line
running to as high as 80.
Now as to the number of days in the year on which you
may expect your crops to grow. . , . Except in the corner
of Tennessee round Memphis—which is the Western
extremity of our travels ... in the greater part of Ten-
nessee, then; in the North of Alabama, Arkansas, and
Georgia; in the greater part of North Carolina, Virginia,
Delaware, and Maryland, and even along a tiny strip of
New Jersey and Long Island proper, the average length of
the growing season is stated by Types of Farming to be from
180 to 210 days—which seems to be about the ideal length
for part-time and even for sufficiency farming. In a tiny
corner of the Virginia coast, all of the North Carolina coast,
all of South Carolina, except its southern coast line; in
central Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and the Memphis
corner of Tennessee, the average length of the growing
season is from 210 to 240 days. To the South of those districts,
ie. on the southern part of the South Carolina sea districts,
the whole of the Florida, Louisiana, and Gulf of Mexico

